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MISSION  STATEMENT 
The object of this organization shall be the encouragement of organized rifle, shotgun and pistol shooting among resi-
dents of our community, with a view toward better knowledge on the part of citizens of our community of the safe han-
dling and the proper care of firearms, and the development of those characteristics of honesty, good fellowship, self dis-
cipline and self reliance that are the essentials of good sportsmanship and the foundation of true patriotism. 

     

February 3, 2018 
February 2018 Muzzle Loading Match Report 

And where were the groundhogôs shadows? 
By Bob Gietz 

  Answer: Yes, all over the place at 25 and 50 yards and peeking over the top of the luck shoot 
cans.  Or at least a credible replica of the elusive critter was used as target for the February monthly 
match.  Match day, Saturday, February 3rd, on a mild and unexpectedly rain-free morning brought eight 
Free Trappers ñOut of their holes,ò so to speak, for the regular event.  Range preparation had been done 
the preceding day and a vote of real appreciation goes to Frank Ponceroff and Jeff Young for their effi-
cient and timely assistance.  Jeffôs not a usual participant but came for some informal rimfire shooting 
and was óShanghaiedò into helping set up to get the range open for his recreation.  Our course of fire for 
the day was amended by eliminating the Trade Gun fliers and shooting 5 shots on paper and 5 shots on 
the three trade gun gongs. 

A Free Trappers meeting was held for Booshway Clarence to go over the preparations and 
needs for Rain-Dee-Voo coming in just ten days and to recruit some aid for Scott Isom in getting the 
Knife & óHawk course ready.  There will also be a óyard saleò table at the Rain-Dee-Voo available to 
provide the opportunity for disposing of excess items and a recruitment for items to be offered in the 
Traderôs Auction.  After that meeting, the good shooting proceeded with the accustomed order of fire 
for rifles, pistols, trade guns, tiebreakers and luck targets.  Tom Brownôs assistance in scoring and post-
ing scores aided in an efficient match.    

 For the luck targets, Jerry Mayo had the best shot on the gopher head.  The ñXò target, by a 
very close margin went to Mike Nesbitt.  Individual match prizes of high-protein for Super Bowl went 
to the individual match winners.  Shooters donated prizes to the prize blanket to be awarded in the order 
of the aggregate made up of rifle and pistol scores.  Individual match prizes went to: Pistol; 1st ïBob 
DeLisle, 2nd ï Clarence Atchison, and 3rd ï Frank Ponceroff.  Rifle; 1st ï Clarence Atchison, 2nd-Mike 
Nesbitt, and 3rd ï Bob DeLisle.  Trade Gun; 1st - Will Ulry, 2nd -Bob DeLisle, and 3rd ïDeWayne Pritch-
ett.  Aggregate placings were; 1st ï Clarence Atchison, 2nd -Bob DeLisle, 3rd ï Mike Nesbitt, 4th ï Frank 
Ponceroff, 5th ïJerry Mayo, 6th ï Dewayne Pritchett, 7th-Will Ulry, and 8th ï Roy Williams.   

Coming events are the monthly shoot for the Evergreen Muzzleloaders on next Saturday Febru-
ary 10th, at 0900 with an accelerated schedule to be done by 1000 for the Evergreen Club meeting.  
Rain-Dee-Voo preparations begin on Thursday, February 15th, with the working Free Trappers shoot at 
1000 on Friday before the trails open for general shooters at 1PM.  The next Old West Centerfires 
match will be on February 24th up on the High Power Range.  The next monthly Puget Sound Free 
Trappers shoot will be Saturday, March 3rd, with set up being done on the preceding Friday at 2 PM. 
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    Winter Olympics: We found your missing snow!  
                                 By Bob Gietz 
 Snow for the Olympic Games was delivered by mistake to Olym-
pia, Washington on Sunday, February 18th during our Rain-de-voo.  
And that fully completed the spectrum of weather for this yearôs 
events, which even included a few moments of sunshine. For their 
first muzzle-loading event of the year, the Puget Sound Free Trap-
pers of the Capitol City Rifle and Pistol Club hosted the annual 
ñRain-de-vooò on the rendezvous trail just south of Littlerock.  
These ñrevelsò got started at 1:00 oôclock, early Friday afternoon 
on February 16 when Booshway Clarence Atchison opened the 
gate to the trail-walk.  Event registrants amounted to 48 individu-
als and the shooters were composed of 30 men, 1 woman, 5 jun-
iors, and nine under 12ôs.  Ten campers endured in their tin-tepees 
and only 6 primitives took their damp canvas home to dry.  Eleven 
traders welcomed the patrons including a number of visitors from 
the local community. 

 
The competitors had a range of typical events: Ri-

fle, Trade Gun, Pistol, Knife & óhawk and Archery trails.  
Mike Nesbitt headed the shooting trails while Scott Isom 
ran the Knife & Hawk event and DeWayne Pritchett car-
ried on as Trade Chief.  Capable helpers were: Registrar/
Clerk Tom Brown, Roy Williams, Bob Gietz, Mike Nes-
bitt, Tim Sampson, Bob DeLisle, Frank Ponceroff, Will 
Ulry, Tim Sampson, Ralph Birmingham, and Jerry Mayo, 
along with perhaps some others whose names may have 
escaped, kept the trails working.  Aggregate scores could 
include either Archery or Knife &ôhawk scores along with 
the Rifle trail score.  Dale Soost of The Capitol City Bow-
men ran the Archery event while Will Ulry and youth par-
ents were overseers for the Under 12 events.  Compliments 
certainly go to that fine staff.  

 
 In the picture to the left, we see Bob DeLisle shooting his 
trade gun before the snow fell.  Off the trail and out of the snow, 
in the shelter of the clubhouse, we had the Traderôs Row.  The 
kitchen was again being operated by Bob Jamison of the Capitol 
City Bowmen and the chow was really good.  Our friends in the 
Washington State Muzzleloaders Association held their annual 
meeting late Saturday afternoon.  On Saturday evening the club-
house welcomed all comers to the Pot Luck, which had catered 
baked and fried chicken provided by the Free Trappers to compli-
ment the tasty results of the Dutch oven competition.   
 

Will Ulry and Clarence Atchison were in charge of the eveningsô events.  Our Traderôs Auction filled 
out the eveningôs agenda followed by the Poker tournament.  Lots of folks pitched in to get the ñdirty detailsò 
taken care of which included some of the ñguestsò as well as the hard-working Free Trappers.  Dutch oven 
cooking competition had two parts; main dishes and desserts. Top awards went to JoJo McWhinney for the 
main dish and Don Freelove for the dessert.  
  

   

Seeing white targets is always fun in the snow                

Hereôs the Rain-de-voo crew                             

Continued page 3 
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Our shooting was concluded with the novelty events which began at noon Sunday.  Those were run by Will 
Ulry and Clarence Atchison.  The novelty matches included the grub shoot, and a Squirrel Gun match.   

 
The end result of all efforts and activities came in recognition in the aggregate blanket prizes and 

awards.  WSMAôs youth grant to this event provided special awards for Junior and Under 12 shooters, and 
WSMA ñPilgrimò medals went to those participating in a black powder event for the one-shot buffalo hunt 
prize was won by Aaliyah Thomas. The primitive Camp of Mike Moran was judged by Mike Nesbitt and 
Clarence Atchison as the most authentic and recognized with a certificate and a period correct axe and carrier 
donated by Clarence Atchison.  

  
DETAILED EVENTS LISTING 

 
EVENT  1ST PLACE  2ND PLACE  3RD PLACE 
Top Mt. Man  Clarence Atchison Ken Edminster Mike Nesbitt   
Top Mt. Woman Esther Rhodes    
Flint rifle  Bob DeLisle  Allen Tresch  Tim Sampson 
Perc. Rifle  Clarence Atchison Bob Tresch  Tony Woore 
Pistol   Frank Ponceroff  JoJo McWhinney Bill Andrews  
Trade Gun  Allen Tresch  Mike Moran  Bob DeLisle 
Knife & óhawk Ken Edminster Clarence Atchison Jerry Charlton 
Archery  Mie Nesbitt  Caiden Martell Ernst Schubert 
Under 12  Tyce Fuller  Nicholas Schubert  Peyton Thomas 
Junior   Caiden Martel             Michael Gehrig Carson Edminster 

 
Merchandise awards for individual skills were provided by the Puget Sound 
Free Trappers with a grant from Schuetzen Powder.   
Youth Rifle (one shot Buffalo Hunt), Aaliyah Thomas 
Accouterments from: Clarence Atchison (powder horn, bag, and accessories 
and a gun cover from Ralph Birmingham. 
Ugly Mountain Man: Will Ulry      
Primitive Camp: Mike Moran (judged by Clarence Atchison and Mike Nes-
bitt)           
Low scoring shooter (box award from Bugler) Al Thompson 
Adding to the Trapperôs raffle Lyman Trade Rifle, Mike Nesbitt made the 
shooting bag and Tim Sampson donated a traditional Steve Skillman Powder 
horn, plus a gun cover by Ralph Birmingham. Winner of that raffle was Ste-
ve (Two draws) Cole 
 
 The Free Trappers thank all those who came and enjoyed this event.  
Next year, on Presidentôs Day weekend in February, 2019 (February 15 thru 
17), the new booshway for our Rain-de-voo, Clarence Atchison, and the 
(hopefully dry) crew, welcome you to come again. 

 
 

Mike Moran gets his fire going         


